A . B A C K G R O U N D IN F O R M A T IO N O B T A IN E D FROM A N U M BER OF SURVEYS
T eenage pregancy rate S U R V E Y S co n d u cted in the D urban area o f N atal show ed that 18 per cent o f all pregnancies occurred am ongst teenagers with the incidence amongst the various population groups varying bëtween W hites 14 per cent, In dians 17 per cent, Coloureds and Blacks 20 per cent. This com pares with a world-wide teenage pregnancy rate o f 10-15 per cent. Am ongst prim igravid pregnancies 33 per cent In dians and 53 per cent o f Africans were found to be 18 years of age o r less.
Sexual prom iscuity
Pre-m arital sex am ongst young people o f all m ajor popula tion groups whose educational status was post-m atriculation varied from 30 per cent (m ostly teenagers) to 76 per cent (m ostly 20-25 years). Eighty-nine per cent o f prim igravidae in a tow nship clinic were single. Seventy-one per cent of these were educated to Standard 5 or beyond but only 8 per cent had m atriculated. Fifty-one per cent of prim igravidae in an Indian township were pregnant before marriage but this included 28 per cent who com pleted the marriage contract before the infant was bom .
Sex education
Forty-three out o f 67 W hite young people had received sex education from their m others and 16 out o f 67 from fathers. By contrast less than 3 out of 89 African or Indian young people claim ed to have received sex education from their parents and only 14 per cent of African midwives had given their children sex education. The comm onest source of sex education for Africans and Indians was books (45/68) and friends (39/68). On the whole W hites received sex education from a greater variety o f sources than did members of other population groups. The Church played a very small role in providing sex education. A surprisingly high percentage (33 per cent) of young educated Blacks had no recommendation to make concerning the ideal source of sex education. Of those who did make recom m endations 8 per cent favoured parents, 22 per cent home and school and 41 per cent schools. An equal num ber of W hites (14/48) favoured home or home and school. An overw helm ing majority o f young people (93 per cent) felt that sex education should be given in high schools.
Sex counselling
The great m ajority o f educated young people in all popula tion groups expressed a need for sex counselling in their com m unities (120/156) with 31 out of 156 uncertain. A bor tion on dem and had majority support am ongst young people o f all population groups, the overall percentage in favour being 65 (101/156).
Use o f contraceptives
Seventy-seven out o f 80 young African male and fem ale respondents felt that contraception was the g irl's responsibil ity. Only one person referred to the traditional Zulu custom o f coitus interfemora.
D esirability o f teenage pregnancy
In a township survey o f 222 pregnancies in single prim i gravidae 89 per cent were unplanned and 46 per cent un wanted. 
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